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Buffalo-Pepin Counties 

Criminal Justice Collaborating Council 
Effective Accountable Alternatives 

CJCC Meeting Minutes 
 

Community/Board:     Criminal Justice Collaborating Council (CJCC) – Buffalo and Pepin  

   Counties 

Date of Meeting:          Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

Location:                       Zoom Meeting 

       https://wicourts.zoom.us/j/94660737355 

   Join by telephone call 1-312-626-6799. 

   Meeting ID: 946 6073 7355 

 

Meeting called to order at 12:03 p.m. 

 

Members Present:  Tanish Bautch, Brenda Berning, Carissa Bollinger, Craig Brooks, Judge 

Clark, Karli Danckwart, John Hadley, Susan Krisik, Audrey Lieffring, Sheri Peterson, Renee 

Pronschinske, Gina Rieck, Emily Scholl, Julie Volmer, Phil Wicktor and Mary Campbell 

Wood 

 

Public Comments regarding Agenda items:  None. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Minutes of September 16, 2025:  Ms. Campbell Wood 

accepted the motion to approve minutes as presented, seconded by Ms. Scholl. Motion 

carried. 
 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Update and recent history of the use of Trempealeau Jail ~ 

Mr. Brooks – Ms. Scholl stated the use of the Trempealeau Jail was originally a temporary 

plan to get through the Buffalo County staffing crisis. The Buffalo County Board requested 

jail staff to look at this situation on a more long term approach. The Buffalo County Board 

will review the contract anytime throughout the year to see if this plan is sustainable. Housing 

inmates in Trempealeau County Jail is going to be a better finanical solution than building a 

new jail. Currently Buffalo County jail holds inmates who are pending a bail bond hearing. 

Once inmates have attended their bail bond hearing and they are still in jail they will be 

transported to the Trempealeau County Jail. This is a pilot program. Looking at 3 year 

program. Buffalo County jail will not be housing inmates. Judge Clark stated because of 

staffing issues and difficulty meeting jail inspection standards it is important for the Buffalo 

County Jail to remain open. Ms. Scholl stated the jail is old but in good shape. It was built in 

1988 for that inmate population. Things are much different in 2025. The jail needs to meet 

criteria for housing and classification from low to maximum, huber, electronic monitoring, 

male/female, co-defendants, previous incarceration history/charge, etc. Buffalo County Jail is 

a 28 bed facility and is not capable nor practical to house the population we have today. Mr. 

Brooks inquired why Buffalo County Jail stopped utilizing the Pepin County Jail and wanted 

to know how Pepin County personnel felt about this move. Ms. Scholl stated Buffalo County 

personnel did approach Pepin County proposing a joint jail project to house both county 

inmates. She stated Pepin County Jail has a much lower population and they have the space to 

deal with their population but does not have space for Buffalo County inmates. There was no 

movement on the joint project. Mr. Brooks wanted to know if there was an analysis done 

regarding the cost to remodel the jail compared to the cost of traveling 50 miles at $50/day per 
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inmate. He wants to see cost projections of the money it will cost to house inmates in 

Trempealeau County Jail and the money it would take to improve Buffalo County Jail.  Ms. 

Scholl stated a feasability study was going to cost $20,000 that is when Buffalo County 

approached Pepin County regarding a joint jail, but there was no movement from Pepin 

County. Ms. Scholl clarified that the Buffalo County Jail uses part time staff or off duty 

officers to transport inmates from Buffalo County to Trempealeau County Jail and if there are 

no officers available they use Tallen Transport out of LaCrosse. They do not use any on duty 

officers for transport. Ms. Scholl clarified only one person transports inmates not two. Mr. 

Brooks rephrased his question regarding costs wanting to know what would we spend more 

money on using Trempealeau County Jail compared to cost of trying to do improvements to 

the jail. He asked how much effort was made with Pepin County Jail and why was the CJCC 

Committee was not informed about this transition. To date he has received no information of 

cost projections and possibilty of how many hours lost where officers having to cover the 

transport. Ms. Scholl responded that it is early in the process so difficult to evaluate what the 

costs are going to be. Over the last 6 years the average cost to house inmates per year is 

$325,000 x 10 years which is cheaper than building a 60 million facility. Buffalo County 

Board does not have the funds to support building a new jail. Buffalo County Jail is following 

the direction set by the Buffalo Couny Board. Board members see this plan as sustainable and 

cost effective and can see this as a long-term solution. Mr. Brooks hopes the Buffalo County 

Board does a cost projection. Judge Clark stated this decision was based on Buffalo County 

Board and he understands Mr. Brooks position and encouraged him to share his concerns with 

Buffalo County Board Members, Sheriff Osmond, Finance Committee or Law Enforcement 

Committee. Ms. Scholl reiterated the Buffalo County Board will annually review this project 

and there is a clause to review when someone requests. They need time to see if project is 

sustainable. Mr. Wicktor inquired if Buffalo County could be forced to build a new jail. Ms. 

Scholl stated if the facility starts to deteriorate it is possible it could be closed and not 

functioning. There is no state statute for a county to have a jail but requires to have inmates. 

Buffalo County has to have a jail to hold inmates and as long as Trempealeau County Jail can 

hold Buffalo County inmates we don’t need to build a new facility. 

 

Review/Discussion ~  

a) CJCC Financial Update ~ Ms. Rieck - Report attached. 

b) Community Service Program Statistics ~ Ms. Rieck. Report attached. 

c) Buffalo Jail Report ~ Ms. Scholl. Report attached. 

d) Pepin Jail Report ~ Mr. McMahon. Report attached. 

e) Moving Forward Reentry Program Update ~ Ms. Mary Campbell Wood ~ See report 

below. In December there were 6 programs offere to CJS participants and inmats in  

Buffalo County, Pepin County and Trempealeau County Jails. There were a few less 

classes offered due to the holidays. She shared a couple of big things (1) 

Trempealeau County Jail and inmates being housed there are interested in continuing 

with the courses offered through the Moving Forward Program. All courses will be 

offered to any inmate interested. Inmates are thankful for the classes and view it as a 

wonderful opportunity to learn. Michael Turner, Recovery Coach was approved to 

meet with inmates indivdiually and/or virtually in Trempealeau County Jail although 

this process has not started yet. Funding to support the recovery coach position has 

been established and that runs from 9/1/25 – 8/31/26. (2) Grant funding expires 

12/31/25. Ms. Campbell Wood reached out to the individuals that oversee the grant 

and explained the situation of merging with Trempealeau County Jail and requested 

to get back the $25,000 that she had to return to the grant because Buffalo County 

Jail did not participate with the Moving Forward Program. She asked to move the 
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deadline date to spend grants funds be extended to 12/31/25. This request was 

approved. Ms. Campbell Wood needs to fill out forms and provide details. 

f) CJS Data – Ms. Bautch – Report attached. Ms Bautch reviewed. Judge Clark 

inquired what charges are being referred to CJS Pre-charge Diversion Program. Ms. 

Batch informed the committee mostly seeing possesion for THC, drug paraphernalia 

and underage drinking.  

g) Review/Discussion/Action ~ Next meeting Tuesday, January 20, 2026, at noon via 

Zoom. 

h) Public Comment Not Related to Agenda Items –Adjournment @ 12:36 p.m phil 

moved Emily seconded. 
   

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Next meeting Date: Next meeting Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 

at noon via Zoom. 

 

Public Comment not Related to Agenda Items: Ms. Campbell Wood commented that a 

University of Madison Communication Specialist wrote an article that was released this week 

regarding UW Extension classes in Rural Communities regarding grief and addiction. She 

interveiwed jail inmates and quoted Jackson County Jail and former participant. Once this 

article is published on the University State Website Ms. Campbell Wood will share with 

Buffalo/Pepin community and will have Ms. Berning send out to the CJCC members. 

 

Adjournment  Mr. Wicktor accepted the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. 

Scholl meeting was adjourned at 12:36 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Brenda Berning 

Community Justice Service Director 
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CJCC Financial Report 

 
 

 

 

The current balance of the CJCC Financial Report as of November 11, 2025, is $32,033.41.  

 

Submitted by Gina Rieck. 
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Buffalo-Pepin Counties 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
Effective Accountable Alternatives 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM 

11/11/25 

 

   Sept - Nov 

2025 

2025 

Total 

2024 

Total 

 Total from 

2011 
Participants 5 20 19  764 
Successful 5 19 17  548 
Unsuccessful 0 2 1  212 
Pending 4    4 
Buffalo Cty 

Referrals 
5 20 14  536 

Pepin Cty 

Referrals 
0 1 3  228 

Total 5 21 17  764 

 
Total Community Service Hours:      241½  hrs. (2025) 

244 ½ hrs. (2024) 

498 ¼ hrs. (2023) 

216 ¾ hrs. (2022) 

395     hrs. (2021) 

904 ¾ hrs. (2020) 

849 ¾ hrs. (2019) 

543     hrs. (2018) 

                                                                                 1,038 ¾ hrs. (2017)  

                                                                                 2,294 ¾ hrs. (2016) 

                                                                                 2,997 ¼ hrs. (2015) 

               2,360     hrs. (2014) 

               2,695 ¾ hrs. (2013) 

               1,971 ¾ hrs. (2012 and prior) 

             17,251 ¾ hrs. TOTAL  
Gina Rieck 
Buffalo-Pepin County Community Service Program 
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Buffalo County Jail Current Inmate Listing 
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PEPIN JAIL CURRENT INMATE LIST 11-11-25 

 

 

Inmate Name Date 

Admitted 

Reason Detained Arresting 

Agency 

Next 

Court Date 

Release 

Date 

Huber 

Privileges 

Edu.  

Level 

Out on 

EM 

Frederickson, AJ Gerald 

Gene 

5/2/25 22cf7 - JOC PCSO  4/27/26 

 

   

Grutt, Jason Michael 11/7/25 Bench Warrant ?  11/12/25    

Kraft, Joel Mitchell 7/17/25 Probation Violation 

Poss of Meth 

Poss of THC 

Poss of Drug Para 

PCSO 11/18/25 @ 

2:30 pm 

    

McDonnell, Zachary Paul 7/8/25 Probation/Parole Hold 

Revoke Hrg 9/24/25 – recommending back to prison 

PCSO 11/18/25 @ 

1:15 pm 

    

Paquette, George Harry 10/2/25 Disorderly Conduct, Criminal Damage to Property, 

Bail Jumping – Felony 

PCSO      

Payne, Earl Delexter 6/10/25 At prison in St Cloud, MN 

PC #22CF41 Felony Forgery = 6 mo. jail 

EC #24CF376 

      

Phillips, Isaac Dean 8/20/25 OWI 4th 

245 days = not on supervision 

PCSO  ?    

Wood, Bradley Joe 10/13/25 Contempt of Court – Disobey Order 

Cash Bond Set $5,000 

PCSO 11/18/25 @ 

3:00 pm 
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November 2025 MOVING FORWARD Reentry Program Report 

 

I (Mary) will be meeting on November 14 with Officer Scholl and Trempealeau Co. Jail Administration, and 

the Trempealeau Extension colleague, to discuss potential for continuing/expanding the program in the 

Trempealeau Co Jail in 2026.  

 

There were five classes offered in November 2025. 

 

Parenting Inside Out-Literacy Link for men, taught by Mary. 10-session course. (2 Pepin County, 4 Dunn 

County, 4 Jackson County, Zero Buffalo/Trempealeau County). 

 

Offered by Dunn County, Heather Pyka: 

 

Preparing for Release Males- 3 Pepin County, Zero Buffalo/Trempealeau 

Salvation Army Resources Males – 3 Pepin County, 0 Buffalo/Trempealeau 

Relapse Prevention, Females – 0 

The Gift of Forgiveness – yet to receive registrations. 
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NEW CJS Post-Charge/Pre-Charge Data as of 11/10/2025: Served 532 individuals since 8/1/2017. 

  Active = 120 

  Soberlink = 18 

  Drug Testing = 42 

  IDIP = 1 

Random Drug Screening = 59 

  Deferred Judgement of Conviction = 45 (BC – 35 and PC – 10) 

TOTAL DJOC SERVED: 136 (60 successful; 2 administrative discharges, 28 terminated; 1 voluntary withdrawal) 

  Pre-Charge Diversion = 4 (PC – 0 and BC – 4) 

TOTAL PCD REFERRED: 38 (27 successful, 4 terminated, 3 declined) 

 

 2017  

(comm-

ence 

7/31) 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 TOTALS 

Total Screened 78 123 95 41 79 93 83 120 119 831 

Graduated 

(successfully 

completed) 

8 24 15 14 20 15 22 34 22 174 

Administrative 

Discharge (not 

able to complete 

all requirements) 

2 16 9 5 8 5 7 17 32 101 

Terminated 

(failed to follow 

all conditions) 

5 17 20 7 7 14 6 15 10 101 

Voluntary 

Withdrawal (per 

client request) 

0 2 4 5 6 1 6 2 1 27 

Declined 

Participation 

0 5 19 12 31 47 18 35 0 167 

Ineligible (BW, 

charge, 

probation) 

33 50 21 4 8 9 8 3 5 141 
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DJOC 1 (new) 

BC-1 

PC-0 

17 (new) 

BC-13 

PC-4 

18 (new) 

BC-15 

PC-3 

11 (new) 

BC-11 

PC-0 

12 (new) 

BC-12 

PC-0 

19 

(new) 

BC-19 

PC-0 

15 (new) 

BC-14 

PC-1 

8 (new) 

BC-7 

PC-1 

35 

(new) 

BC-27 

PC-8 

136 

BC – 119 

PC – 17 

Pre-Charge 

Diversion 

   1 (new) 

BC-0 

PC-1 

3 (new) 

BC-2 

PC-1 

0 (new) 

BC-0 

PC-0 

15 (new) 

BC-13 

PC-2 

6 (new) 

BC-6 

PC-0 

10 

(new) 

BC-10 

PC-0 

35 

BC – 31 

PC – 4 

Quarter 1 (new 

clients) 

     Total= 

9 

Total= 

14 

Total = 

10 

Total = 

25 

58 

Quarter 2 (new 

clients) 

     Total= 

13 

Total= 

14 

Total = 

16 

Total = 

26 

69 

Quarter 3 (new 

clients) 

     Total= 

12 

Total= 

13 

Total = 

34 

Total = 

44 

103 

Quarter 4 (new 

clients) 

     Total= 

3 

Total= 

17 

Total = 

22 

19 61 

 


