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P PIN COUNTY Pepin County Health Department

) ee———s M) Y i Annual Report for the Year Ended December 31, 2019

OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE: Board of Health

OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Tessa King, Chairman
John Andrews, Vice Chairman
Bill Ingram
Frank E. Milliren
Steve Johnson, DDS
Beth Friedrich, RN
Lacey Richardson

MEDICAL ADVISOR: Joseph Elsner, DO

GENERAL DEPARTMENT INFO:

MISSION: To protect, promote and preserve the health of our community.

VISION: Create an environment dedicated to optimizing the health of individuals, families, community.
VALUES: Service, Accountability, Collaboration, Innovativeness

WHAT IS PUBLIC HEALTH? Public Health is the science of improving health and protecting
individuals and communities. We work to protect the entire population through educational
programs, injury prevention, disease investigation, and partnerships within our community.

PUBLIC HEALTH STATUTES AND ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

Chapter 250 Health, Administration and Supervision

1. Monitor the health status of populations to identify and solve community health problems,

2. Investigate and diagnose community health problems and health hazards,

3. Inform and educate individuals about health issues,

4. Mobilize public and private sector collaboration and action to identify and solve health problems,
5. Develop policies, plans and programs that support individual and community health efforts,

6. Enforce statutes and rules that protect health and ensure safety,

7. Link individuals to needed personal health services,

8. Assure a competent public health workforce,

9. Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of personal and population-based health services,
10. Provide research to develop insights into and innovative solutions for health problems.



Chapter 140 Required Services of Local Health Departments Shall assume leadership
responsibility for developing and maintaining the public health system for the area of jurisdiction
and shall provide, or arrange for, the provision of at least the following services...public health
nursing services, services to prevent and control communicable disease, services to prevent other
diseases, abatement or removal of human health hazards, services to prevent future incidence of
occupational disease, environmental disease and human health hazard exposure.

Chapter 251 Local Health Officials 251.02 Local Health Department, 251.03 Local Board of
Health, 251.06 Local Health Officer.

DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL:
Chapter 139 Qualification of Local Health Professionals Employed by Local Health Department

TITLE FTE NAME

Health Officer 1.0 Heidi Stewart

Public Health Nurse 1.0 Nikki Gilles

Public Health Nurse .60 Jessica Schrauth
Public Health Nurse <1000 hrs. Antoinette Pinkowski
Accounting Specialist 5 Penelope Bauer
Administrative Specialist .6 Tammi Bechel
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CURRENT YEAR - ACCOMPLISHMENTS/ACHIEVEMENTS/CHANGES:

Chapter 252 Communicable Diseases “Every local health officer, upon the appearance of any
communicable disease...shall immediately investigate...take all measures necessary to prevent,
suppress and control communicable diseases...”, 252.06 Isolation and Quarantine, 252.07
Tuberculosis, 252.11 Sexually Transmitted Disease. This program focuses on disease
investigation and follow-up. Confidential testing, education, prevention initiatives and
collaboration with other agencies in creating and implementing emergency preparedness plan.
Pepin County is part of the Western Wisconsin Partnership for Public Health Readiness
Consortium as well as the Northwest Wisconsin Healthcare Emergency Response Coalition.
Each contract year, capabilities are prioritized, and work is done to fulfill measures. Efforts
include participation in HSEEP Compliant exercises, staff training, updating emergency plans,
and assuring interoperability with communications.

Chapter 145 Control of Communicable Diseases “Establishes a surveillance system for
controlling the incidence and spread of communicable disease...” In collaboration with the
communicable disease section of the Wisconsin Division of Public Health, the Health
Department executes the requirements described in this statute — reporting, surveillance and
control. In collaboration with the Wisconsin State Lab of Hygiene (WSLH), providers and other
laboratories, all communicable disease reporting is now done through WEDSS, decreasing
reporting time which facilitates prompt investigation and control.

Communicable Disease Investigations and Screenings (157)

Anaplasmosis 5

Hepatitic C, Chronic 9

Babesiosis 1

Influenza 18

Blastomycosis 1

Influenza-Associated Hospitalization 2

Campylobacteriosis 4

Lyme Disease (B.Burgdorferi) 4

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 1

Lyme Laboratory Report 29

Chlamydia Trachomatis Infection 17

Measles (Rubeola) 2

Cryptosporidiosis 2

Mumps |

Cyclosporiasis 2

Mycobacterial Disease (Non-Tuberculosis) 3

E-Coli, Enteropathogenic (EPEC) 7

Norovirus Infection (Norwalk/Norwalk-Like) 1

E-Coli, Enterotoxigenic (ETEC) 2

Pertussis (Whooping Cough) 7

E-Coli, Shiga, Toxin-Producing (STEC) 2

Rubella 1

Ehrlichiosis, E. chaffeensi 1

Salmonellosis 2

Ehrlichiosis/Anaplasmosis, undetermined 2

Streptococcal Disease, Invasive, Group B 1

Enteric-Not Reportable 1

Streptococcus Pneumoniae, Invasive Disease 1

Giardiasis 1

Tuberculosis 11

Gonorrhea 3

Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococci (VRE) 1

Haemophilus Influenza, Invasive Disease 1

Varicella (Chickenpox) 2

Hepatitis B, Chronic 7

Yersiniosis 2

TB Screenings 14 / T-Spot 11




Chapter 95 Animal Health 95.21 Rabies Control Program. Rabies Control Cases (20)

Partnering with the Pepin County Sheriff’s Department and Quarantine Or ‘\j;rscinate .
local veterinarians, the PCHD provides follow-up, education Unvazcinated 0 dgg:
and enforcement of Chapter 95.21 Rabies Control. Animals are | Submitted to WSLH
quarantined and monitored or euthanized and submitted to the 1 Bat
WSLH for testing following a potential human exposure. There Prophylaxis Recommended
were no rabies positive test results in 2019. 0

Chapter 144 Immunization of Students 144.08 “Each local health department shall make
available the immunizations required under s 252.04 Stats, at no charge...” PCHD offers a
comprehensive childhood immunization program teaming with local providers to comply with
eligibility requirements. Working with the Vaccines for Children program, the Health
Department sets accountability targets to assure continual progress toward the goal. This
includes contacting parents of newborns, tracking vaccinations in the Wisconsin Immunization
Registry (WIR), information sharing and coordination with area physicians and counties, and
working with schools/daycares to promote immunizations for their attendees.

2019 Goal: 71% of children who turn 24 months of age will complete 4 D1aP, 3 Polio, I MMR,
3 Hib, 3 Hepatitis B, 1 Varicella, and 4 PCV by their second birthday. Achieved: 73%!

Chapter 146 Vaccine-Preventable Diseases “to carry out the statewide immunization program
to eliminate vaccine-preventable diseases or otherwise to protect people from them...Diphtheria,
Haemophilus Influenza Type B, Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Measles, Mumps, Pertussis,
Poliomyelitis, Rubella, Tetanus and Varicella.”

Vaccine B [27[3 [ 13-18 [ 19-24 125-44 45-64 65+  Totals |
DTP/AP 2 13121 8
DTP/aP- Polio 9 1 10
DTP/aP-Hib-Polio 4 |3 2 9
Hep A 812 3 |2 3 4 22
Hep B Peds 3 (1]|1] 4 1 6 6 22
Hib 5 5
HPV 6 5 11
Influenza (Public) 2 (2] 3 1 1 9
Influenza (Private) 6 17 6 2 31
Influenza (Mass Clinic) | 3 |2 [2 ]| 45 |31 | 158 84 201 526
Meningococcal 8 6 14
MMR 6 12 |1 5 4 32
Pertussis/Tdap- TD 1 15 1 7 9 2 1 36
Pneumococcal 517 1 13
Polio 1 1 4 5 11
Rotavirus 2 2
TD 3 2 1 6
Varicella 6 12 | 2 5 3 1 29

MOTALS S iy 201 |31 1927 397 B2 EEa6 i fEa 245 N B It
i | i .52 T 23 e s
b 1| SRR e

CLIENT COUNTS (vor | [17 41118747 '8 |[7240
dncludingMassClinie) b 0 | | sl



Chapter 253 Maternal and Child Health “...to promote the reproductive health of individuals
and the growth development health and safety of infants, children, and adolescents

County is con51dered a “Maternity Care Desert” according to a recent publication of the March
of Dimes, 2018. Pepin County, which lacks access to hospitals offering obstetric care as well as
providers providing obstetric care, is one of only 1,085 counties nationwide that share this title.
The lack of access to obstetrical care carries over into the postpartum, which includes support for
breastfeeding. A survey of area healthcare providers and childcare providers supported this with
the results showing no or limited access to certified lactation consultants or counselors other than
the WIC approved peer counselors. In 2019, PCHD collaborated with the Wisconsin
Breastfeeding Coalition to utilize available training materials and offer guidance to support
Breastfeeding-Friendly childcare sites. Although only 2 childcare sites chose to take on this goal
of becoming “Breastfeeding-Friendly”, positive relationships with other childcare providers in
the county were made - providing education including but not limited to handwashing and
positive parenting strategies. The two childcare sites that chose to take on this goal, continue to
work at completing the activities, and PCHD will continue to provide resources if needed and
recognition when the tasks are complete.

READ2Me Program — PCHD continues to provide encouragement and education to parents and
caregivers on the benefits of reading to your children. Books are given to children during WIC
Clinics, immunizations, etc.

Options for Women — River Falls has finished a full year of visits here in Pepin County. They
began providing services in October of 2018 to Pepin County women who are pregnant,
postpartum, or have children under the age of 2. In their first year in Pepin County, Executive
Director, Marie Regnier, reported there were 144 visits with moms. Instead of one staff making
their way to Pepin County every second Wednesday of the month, two staff are now visiting. Not
only has Options “Earn While You Learn” program been a benefit to moms and babies —
providing supplies including cribs, mattresses, car seats, strollers, diapers, baby wipes, as well as
assistance with vehicle repair, etc... but also support and guidance for these moms. As 2020
begins, PCHD continues to make referrals to Options for new moms who may benefit from the
services they provide.

A total of 72 “Newborn Welcome Packets” were sent to moms congratulating them on the arrival
of their new baby, and sharing information on programs, services, and resources that PCHD can
provide.

Reproductive Health and Family Planning the Health Department offers services for men and
women of reproductive age. This year, the program continued to partner with the Eau Claire
City-County Health Department to offer Nurse Practitioner services on-site monthly. This
position was vacant for a majority of the year. The Health Department is partnering with other
agenmes to h1re a nurse practltloner to ﬁll th1s vacancy.

Un upllcated Cllents Female 136 Male 7 Total 143 Total Pregnancy Tests Posmve 4 Negatlve 46
Unduplicated Female Clients Enrolled in Badger Care FPOS: 139 STD/STI Treatment: 14

Unduplicated Females w/ Annual Preventive Health Visit: 7 Bacterjal Vaginosis Treatment: 0 (NEW)
Unduplicated New Clients: Female 32 I




Get Yourself Tested (GYT): In 2019, PCHD held 9 GYT events including events out in the
community such as Durand Funfest and Blues on the Chippewa. In 2019, we provided 40 GYT
tests at no cost to the patient. Of the 40 GYT’s, 12 started out as GYT and became Family

Planning Only Services (FPOS) clients.

Chapter 254 Environmental Health “the assessment, management, control and prevention of
environmental factors that may adversely affect the health, comfort, safety or well-being of
individuals...human health hazard means a substance, activity or condition that is known to have
the potential to cause acute or chronic illness, to endanger life, to generate or spread infectious
diseases or otherwise injuriously affect the health of the public.”
Enforcing local Ordinance Chapter 10, the Health Officer, investigates

complaints and if it is substantiated, the PCHD works with individuals | Abandon Building/ House- 2
involved to ensure safe elimination of the hazard. In some cases, when Mald-4

the property owner does not comply or there is no living owner, the Lead- 1 , =
Health Department abates the hazard on behalf of the owner and bills ;;)Otd/Housllz & \iermm' 2
the expense to the tax roll. nge /;\13:;1; )é-pill- 1

Childhood Lead Prevention Program: There is no safe level of lead
Sreenings: 50 (WIC 10) in the human body. Even low levels can cause brain damage.

>5 meg/dL: 0 PCHD is proactive in lead poisoning prevention. Levels of 5 mcg/dL
or higher are offered case management and inspection/intervention.

No inspections or abatement

_ Radon Testing Results

Radon Testing and Awareness Program: Radon testing kits and

education are provided through the PCHD. Follow up is provided <2 pCilL i
for all results at the EPA Action Level of >3.9 pCi/L. A list of 2-4 pCi/L 1
mitigation contractors is available on the DHS website.10 kits sold. 4-10> pCi/L 3

Water Testing: WSLH water test kits are

2019 Water Testing X
Properties 5 Bacteria Present X 1 offered for free to households with
Repeat 1 Nitrate levels: three results above 10 pregnant women and children <1 year of

age. Fluoride, nitrates, bacteria and 15

Fluoride minimal in all.
metals are tested.

Chapter 255 Chronic Disease and Injuries “Conduct programs to prevent, delay and detect the
onset of chronic diseases, including cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular and pulmonary disease,
cerebrovascular disease and genetic disease, and other chronic diseases that the department
determines are important to prevent, delay and detect in order to promote, protect and maintain
the public’s health.”

Child Passenger Safety: Child passenger safety experts work with

parents and caregivers to assure children are properly restrained each
time they travel in a car. .Contmued partnership with St. Vincent de Provided FF 2 RF 7
Paul assures that seats will be purchased for all who have a need.

Inspections: 14




Stop the Bleed: Stop the Bleed (STB) is a national awareness campaign and call-to-action. STB

is intended to cultivate grassroots efforts that encourage bystanders to become trained, equipped,
and empowered to help in a bleeding emergency before the professional help arrives. The Health
Department offers trainings to community businesses and groups. In 2019, the Health
Department provided kits to area farmers.

" Oral Health Preventive Treatments

School Based Fluoride Rinse: 505 among children today is tooth decay. PCHD offers clinic-
Supplements: | 32 based fluoride varnish and supplements as well as school-
Varnishes 25 based fluoride mouth rinse, and toothbrushes for all.

Due to increased difficulty accessing supplies, the rinse and supplement program will be
discontinued when supply runs out or expires. We will continue varnishes and providing young
children with toothbrushes and education on importance of brushing teeth.

Northwoods Coalition: The Northwoods Coalition is
a conglomerate of community coalitions dedicated

PERCENTAGE CF STUDENTS WHC

to substance abuse prevention. It provides support HAVE LSED ALCOHOL

through funding, training, and advocacy to the local .

coalitions. Each year we select priority areas to e Y g b g o Sn oy o o8
address substance abuse concerns for our MR N | www

community. The 2019 priority areas included: policy e o o
changes for place of last drink data collection,
awareness campaigns for “See Something, Say
Something” and “Dose of Reality”, drug take back

event support, pharmaceutical lock box distribution,

% RRRRHIRF

and coordination with UW-Extension for drug prevention curriculum in the schools.

Place of Last Drink (POLD): Initiated Place of Last Drink Policy with the Pepin County
Sheriff’s Department. We are looking for over-serving trends from local establishments with this
data. PCHD receives Operating While Intoxicated (OWTI) reports quarterly from the Sheriff’s
Department and assesses for trends.

KNOW Meth Campaign: Two large banners were designed with one displayed in Pepin outside
Forever Fit on Highway 31, and the other at the stop light in Durand by Dairy Queen. The
banners have the Sheriff’s Department phone number and to encourage community members that
if they “see something” to “say something”.

Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment: A partnership with the Human Services Department
allowed staff to provide focused curriculum to the students of the Pepin County school districts.
PRIME FOR LIFE, an evidence based motivational prevention, intervention and pretreatment
program specifically designed for people who might be making risky choices will be offered
annually in the schools.




WINS Education and Compliance Checks: Efforts to increase tobacco retailer knowledge and
awareness on social norms of NOT selling tobacco products to minors, sales laws and the ease of
checking an ID are promoted through the WI WINS programs. Staff work with local retailers,
media, and youth to complete all essential components of this program. During the 2019
inspection process, 10 retailers were tested for sales compliance. All passed without a sale!

Jail Health Services: The Health Department contracts with the jail ~ [EESSFETEETE TN
to provide Health Services including, but not limited to, intake Total Hours 276

screening, health transfer summaries, medication verification, set Care Coordination 80

up and management, care coordination with partnering jail Screening/Assessment 80
facilities and health care providers, and health education. Nursing Office Work 60

staff also provide education and training for jail staff and Medication Management 15

394 Inmate Contacts

dispatchers so that continuity of care can be maintained 24/7.
215 Unduplicated Inmate

Attendance at the Annual Jail Conference in May. 220 Screening/Assessment

40 Med Management

Academic Partnerships: The PCHD partners with multiple academic institutions including UW-
Eau Claire, UW-Oshkosh and UW-Green Bay. Continuing to build from previous years, the UW
Eau Claire Farm Worker Screening program remains strong and has provided both screening and
education for farm workers of Buffalo and Pepin County. During 2019, the Health Department
hosted one student from UW-Green Bay, Andrea Lauer, and over 12 UW-Eau Claire students for
the farm screenings and education clinical.

FUTURE YEARS - GOALS, PROJECTS, OBJECTIVES, TRENDS OR UPCOMING
CHALLENGES:

Pursue goals of strategic plan, including maintaining a Level II LHD standard.
Maintain 100% Grant and Contract attainment.

Continued work on Quality Improvement and Assurance Policy and Procedures.
Strengthen partnerships to sustain and improve the health and safety of the County.
Explore options for DATCP Agent Program.

Complete Administrative Rule 140 Review.

Complete 2020-2025 Community Health Improvement Plan.
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