
P a g e  |  1                                      3 - 1 9 - 2 5  C J C C  M i n u t e s  

Buffalo-Pepin Counties 

Criminal Justice Collaborating Council 
Effective Accountable Alternatives 

CJCC Meeting Minutes 
 

Community/Board:     Criminal Justice Collaborating Council (CJCC) – Buffalo and Pepin  

   Counties 

Date of Meeting:          Wednesday, March 19, 2025 

Location:                       Zoom Meeting 

       https://wicourts.zoom.us/j/94660737355 

   Join by telephone call 1-312-626-6799. 

   Meeting ID: 946 6073 7355 

 

Meeting called to order at 12:01 p.m. 

 

Members Present:  Melissa Barclay, Tanish Bautch, Brenda Berning, Carissa Bollinger, Craig 

Brooks, Judge Clark, Felicia Decker, John Hadley, Paul Hoch, Andy Knaak, Audrey Lieffring, 

Sheri Peterson, Renee Pronschinske, Gina Rieck, Emily Scholl, Jon Seifert, Julie Volmer, Phil 

Wicktor and Mary Campbell Wood 

 

Public Comments regarding Agenda items:  None. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Minutes of January 21, 2025:  Ms. Wood Campbell accepted the 

motion to approve minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Hoch. Motion carried. 
 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Community Work Service Program: Mr. Hadley discusses with 

Buffalo and Pepin County District Attorney’s regarding why the community work service 

numbers are so low and have continued to decline since 2017. Mr. Seifert addressed the issue 

acknowledging the interesting questions and stated he does not have a definitive answer. When 

he reviewed the data, his consensus was the impact COVID may have had. More defendants 

were willing to complete the hours to avoid jail time. Since then, defendants do not want to do 

the community service hours and attorneys do not ask for it as much. More often the defense 

attorney states the defendant does not want jail so offering them the community work service as 

an option and less jail. Mr. Seifert stated he has not given this topic much thought and is 

surprised by the decline in numbers. He is not sure if it has to do with change of demographics in 

defendant pool or whether they are not interested in community service work like they used to 

be. In a nutshell, the numbers fell off in COVID and hasn’t reignited and defense attorneys are 

not asking for it, so it is not ordered. Mr. Knaak agrees. COVID did have something to do with 

the decline in numbers. Lack of willingness on defense bar. He stated he was not aware of the 

program and where it stood. Now that he knows about it, he will discuss it with defendants 

especially if they want to opt out of jail time. Mr. Knaak noted other counties have dropped in 

numbers as well. Mr. Hadley appreciated the responses and pointed out in 2020 there were 904 

hours. COVID has been over one to two years now and in 2024, 202 hours were completed. In 

2025, only 8 hours have been completed. He asked the questions, “Can someone tell me is there 

a benefit to offering community work service instead of jail time or reduced time?” Some 
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thoughts with prosecution that jail does not do any good and is an antiquated form with criminal 

behavior and getting people in the community to make relationships and advance socialization. 

Other people believe some form of punishment gets their attention and having punishment that 

does not include incarceration does not deter them from breaking rules and community work 

service does not do any good at all. It is a case-by-case basis, and he prefers jail over community 

work service but in some circumstances with a young individual and not career criminals who 

made a mistake then community work service is appropriate; however, this circumstance does 

not occur very often. There are some circumstances because of the offense the business does not 

want defendants to volunteer at their business. Bottom line there are different schools of thought. 

Mr. Seifert stated, “I think it needs to be looked at on a case-by-case basis”. Judge Clark thanked 

all sides for this discussion and clearly stated the defense bar is aware of the community service 

option and with appropriate cases it will be presented for disposition. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Recovery Coach: Ms. Campbell Wood discussed continuing to 

support the Reentry Program in 2026 and beyond. Judge Clark urged vigorous support to 

continue with recovery coach and other reentry efforts and hopes the counsel will support what 

she presents. Ms. Campbell Wood was encouraged to hear these comments and that others 

valued the programs. The Baldwin Grant Application was awarded $90,000 for two years. The 

grant is done December 31, 2025. This grant uses $5,000 to cash match for the Recovery Coach. 

The Recovery Coach Contract is from August 2025 through August 2026. Ms. Campbell Wood 

would like to be put on the next meetings agenda to discuss this in more detail and present a 

PowerPoint to educate on the program. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Ms. Campbell Wood discusses 2024 supplies reimbursement 

from CJCC to Buffalo County Extension Office. Ms. Campbell Wood has a request from UW 

Extension office to reimburse the 2024 supplies the office has provided for reentry classes. The 

expenses are for pencils, color pencils, folders, paper, etc. in the amount of $299.66. Ms. Berning 

was unclear about the $500/year and looked at past CJCC meeting minutes to obtain 

clarification. On 2/19/2020 Mr. Rynders requested to withdraw $1,500 from CJCC funds to 

support the Baldwin Grant application. On 5/29/2020 Ms. Campbell Wood wrote the grant and 

was awarded $90,000 for 2 years (later being extended due to COVID). The CJCC committee 

approved $1,500 for 3 years and Ms. Berning was unable to find a motion to provide $500/year. 

Ms. Berning recommended this committee make a motion to correct the language. Ms. Berning 

made a motion that CJCC will provide a total of $1,500 funds to the Moving Forward Jail 

Reentry Program to the end of 2025 to provide responsivity needs and items for the participants, 

seconded by Phil Wicktor. After the meeting Ms. Berning worked with Ms. Rieck and the 

following expenses have been submitted by Ms. Campbell Wood to date: 

- 05/06/2021 Mary Wood – Moving Forward Re-Entry   $     85.26 

- 03/09/2022 CILLWW – Moving Forward Re-Entry – Mary Wood  $     89.55 

- 12/26/2023 Mary Wood – Moving Forward Re-Entry    $   450.32 

- 04/29/2024 Mary Wood – Moving Forward Re-Entry    $   131.92 

- 03/20/2024 Mary Wood – Moving Forward Re-Entry – 2024 supplies $   299.66 

- 03/24/2024 Mary Wood – Moving Forward Re-Entry – trac phone/min. $     84.77 

                                                                                                  TOTAL paid to date $1,141.48  

                                                                                                  APPROVED           -$1,500.00 

                                                                 REMAINING balance to spend in 2025   $   358.52 
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Review/Discussion/Action ~ Mr. Brooks discusses sharing with the public how the 

programs are working and how the programs are reducing recidivism. What should we 

present and in what format? The Committee came up with some ideas on how to educate the 

public regarding the programs being offered in Buffalo/Pepin Counties such as BPLA, CJS, 

Moving Forward Jail Reentry, etc. Ms. Decker stated she has done some outreach at the Buffalo 

County Fair, National Night Out, Music in the Park in Cochrane, talked on the radio (WHTL) 

regarding benefits available for individuals struggling. Judge Clark asked committee members to 

reach out to Ms. Berning if anyone is interested in public publicity and if you want to bring 

topics back to CJCC you can; however, you do not need council input. Deb Fischer from Durand 

Courier Wedge reached out to Ms. Campbell Wood to write a more in-depth article about the 

programs she runs and services it provides. Mr. Brooks suggested any report or interview given 

we should also include within the context of CJCC to recognize their efforts. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Ms. Berning – Recovery Coach telephone bill paid by CJCC – 

CJS can no longer cover this expense. Ms. Berning stated the CJS Department has been paying 

the Recovery Coach telephone invoice from the beginning. Ms. Campbell Wood grant does not 

cover a bill since it is considered a contract so CJS stepped up and paid it. Buffalo County 

DHHS has the phone contract and CJS pays the bill. Effective 2025, CJS no longer has excess 

funds to continue to pay this invoice. Ms. Berning is asking if CJCC can cover the phone 

expenses whereas CJCC would reimburse CJS. Judge Clark proposed that CJCC pay the phone 

bills for the recovery coach moving forward for 2025-2026. Mr. Brooks accepted the motion to 

approve payment of the cell phone bill, seconded by Mr. Wicktor. Motion carried. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Ms. Berning – present CJS 2024 Final Financial Report. Ms. 

Berning stated a few committee members asked to see the final CJS 2024 Financial Report. Mr. 

Hadley inquired about a few items. Judge Clark requested the 2025 Budget be presented at the 

next CJCC meeting. 

 

Review/Discussion ~  

CJCC Financial Update ~ Ms. Rieck – No changes. Current Balance = $32,680.34 

Community Service Program Statistics ~ Ms. Rieck – Numbers are drastically down. 

Ms. Rieck stated jail is a really strong deterent for defendants and she believes giving 

back to the community is just as important. She learned she may be getting a new 

participant in Pepin County if the deferred is accepted. Ms. Rieck received a call from a 

cemetary in the community looking for assistance for weed clipping. She hopes she can 

fill this request. Judge Clark fielded a couple of questions and stated the community 

work service participants that end up with Gina 95% and higher come from court orders 

that is recommended by the district attorney and/or defense counsel. 

 

Buffalo Jail Report ~ Ms. Scholl – Ms. Scholl stated there are two females in the Pepin 

County Jail and there is a female correctional officer in training and my middle of the 

year hoping to have the female inmates return to Buffalo County Jail. Two inmates 

were sentenced and transferred to the prison system. Some inmates are being revoked. 

Since the last posting there are now 19 inmates in the jail. There has been an increase in 

cash bonds. Currently there are no electronic monitoring. Ms. Scholl reported there are 

classes in place as well as NA/AA weekly. Ms. Campbell Wood inquired about mental 
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health services in place. Ms. Scholl stated yes, there are mental health services through 

ACH; however, an employee recently left and the closest person is 4 hours away so 

inmate requests they try to get them there as soon as possible and offer telehealth twice 

per week. 

 

Pepin Jail Report ~ Mr. McMahon 

 

Moving Forward Reentry Program Update ~ Ms. Campbell Wood – March offered 2 

classes. Heather Pyka is on maternity leave and will be back in April. Six participants 

in Buffalo County Jail and three participants in Pepin County Jail. Classes were Stop 

the Chaos which is a 14 sessions and just finished Healing from Loss and Grief class in 

February. This week she will be sending out April classes. Presented Moving Forward 

Jail Reentry to Buffalo County Law Enforcement Committee. Will be doing the same 

presentation to Pepin County Law Enforcement Committee in April. 

 

CJS Data – Ms. Bautch – presented report. Ms. Campbell Wood was reminiscing when 

this program first stated in 2016 and commends CJS for all the individuals that have 

received services. Judge Clark stated he has seen this program make a positive impact 

throughout the community and the good work CJCC committee members have done. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action ~ Next meeting Date: Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at noon via Zoom. 

 

 

Public Comment not Related to Agenda Items: None. 

 

Adjournment  Mr. Wicktor accepted the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. 

Hadley. The meeting was adjourned at 12:57 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Brenda Berning 

Community Justice Service Director 
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CJCC Financial Report 

 
 

 

 

The current balance of the CJCC Financial Report as of March 6, 2025, is $32,680.34.  

 

Submitted by Gina Rieck. 
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Buffalo-Pepin Counties 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
Effective Accountable Alternatives 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM 

3/6/25 

 

    JAN - MAR 

2024-2025 

2025 

Total 

2024 

Total 

 Total from 

2011 
      
Participants 2 2 19  745 
Successful 2 3 17  532 
Unsuccessful 0 1 1  211 
Pending 2    2 
Buffalo Cty 

Referrals 
2 2 14  518 

Pepin Cty 

Referrals 
0 0 3  227 

Total 2 2 17  745 

 
Total Community Service Hours:        48     hrs. (2025) 

244 ½ hrs. (2024) 

498 ¼ hrs. (2023) 

216 ¾ hrs. (2022) 

395     hrs. (2021) 

904 ¾ hrs. (2020) 

849 ¾ hrs. (2019) 

543     hrs. (2018) 

                                                                                 1,038 ¾ hrs. (2017)  

                                                                                 2,294 ¾ hrs. (2016) 

                                                                                 2,997 ¼ hrs. (2015) 

               2,360     hrs. (2014) 

               2,695 ¾ hrs. (2013) 

               1,971 ¾ hrs. (2012 and prior) 

             17,058 ¼ hrs. TOTAL  
Gina Rieck 

Buffalo-Pepin County Community Service Program  
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Buffalo County Jail Current Inmate Listing 
3/3/25 

Sentenced Inmates 
Name Charged Conviction Arresting 

Agency 

Sentence Date Release Date Huber 

Robert Otero Probation Revocation Probation 11/26/2024 06/27/2025 Yes 

Jonathan 

Langston 

OWI 5th BUSO 02/17/2025 Prison No 

Jonathan Morgan Probation Revocation Probation 02/26/2025 08/31/2027 No 

Kyle Gilles Child Porn BUSO 02/26/2025 Prison No 

Huaxi Yang Possession of Meth BUSO 02/08/2025 07/27/2025 No 

 

PO Hold Inmates 
Name Original Charge Arresting 

Agency 

Start Date Court Date 

Ronald Dillow Sexual Assault 

(minor) 

Probation (Rev) 11/19/2024 04/03/2025 

Hunter Harland Burglary Probation (Rev) 12/18/2024 04/11/2025 

Jamie Kmieciask Sexual Assault 

(minor) 

Probation  02/28/2025  

Ryan Meier Battery/DC Probation (Rev) 12/25/2024 04/02/2025 

Samuel Holmes Terroristic Threats Probation 02/26/2025  

 

Bondable Inmates 
Name Charge Arresting 

Agency 

Start Date Bond Court Date 

Arthur 

McMullin 

Hiding a Corpse 

Mistreatment of Animals 

Resisting/Obstructing 

Failure to provide for animal 

BUSO 10/23/2024 $10,000 04/03/2025 

Clint Dahl Failure to Appear BUSO 02/10/2025  03/05/2025 

Adam Evans Possession of Meth w/Intent 

Possession of Para 

Felony Bail Jumping 

Burnett Co 99 

BUSO 12/13/2024 $25,000 03/19/2025 

Damien Winn 1st Degree Intentional Homicide 

1ST Degree Reckless Endanger 

Felony possession of Firearm 

Carry Handgun Intoxicated 

Endangering Safety 

Extradition 

BUSO 04/03/2024 $250,000 04/16/2025 
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Out Of County Inmates 
Name Charge Arresting 

Agency 

Release Date Holding 

County 

Tracy Hazelton Probation 

Revocation 

Probation 04/08/2025 Pepin 

Tonia Schwanke DC BUSO 03/20/2025  Pepin 

 

Electronic Monitoring Inmates 
Name Charge Arresting 

Agency 

Sentence Date Release Date 

     

 

Programs: 

AA         

NA  

Relapse Prevention 

Love and Logic 

Jail Ministry 

Relationship 101 

Greif 
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PEPIN JAIL CURRENT INMATE LIST 3-7-25 

 

 

Inmate Name Date 

Admitted 

Reason Detained Arresting 

Agency 

Next 

Court Date 

Release 

Date 

Huber 

Privileges 

Edu.  

Level 

Out on 

EM 

Begley, Brian Michael 1/27/24 Poss Meth, Drug Traffic Place, Poss THC & Drug 

Para - $5,000 cash bond 

Possession of Narcotic Drugs  – JOC (12 mon 

sentenced out of Barron Co) 

DPD 12-16-24     

Bergeron, Nicholas Steven 5/27/24 2nd Degree Sexual Assault of Child transfer from 

Trempealeau County  

  4-2-25    

Hazelton, Tracy Lynn 11/20/24 Probation Revocation – serving 10 months credit for 

time served 

  4-8-25    

Holz, Bradley Thomas 10/23/24 Homicide by Negligent Operation/Vehicle - JOC   7-19-24    

Ingalls, Adam Allen 2/20/25 Probation Hold – Extended Supervisor until 4-20-25 PCSO      

McKee, Jessica Ann 11/13/24 Violate Order/Forfeiture of Bail  4/17/25 

Motion Hrg 

    

Schwanke, Tonia Jessica 2/25/25 Disorderly Conduct – JOC (2/12/25 35 days jail 

imposed 3 days credit w/huber) 

BCSO  3-20-25    

Shearer, Alex Andrew 1/31/25 Probation Violation – JOC (Probation Revoked & 

Sentence Imposed 1-year co jail, Huber release, 

credit 77 days) 

PCSO  9-15-25    
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NEW CJS Post-Charge/Pre-Charge Data as of 3/4/2025: Served 434 individuals since 8/1/2017. 

  Active = 76 

  Soberlink = 19 

  Drug Testing = 27 

  IDIP = 0 

Random Drug Screening = 30 

  Deferred Judgement of Conviction = 25 (BC – 23 and PC – 2) 

TOTAL DJOC SERVED: 108 (57 successful; 2 administrative discharges, 23 terminated; 

1 voluntary withdrawal) 

  Pre-Charge Diversion = 2 (PC – 0 and BC – 2) 

TOTAL PCD SERVED: 30 (21 successful, 4 terminated, 3 declined) 

 

 2017  

(comm-

ence 

7/31) 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 TOTALS 

Total Screened 78 123 95 41 79 93 83 120 16 728 

Graduated 

(successfully 

completed) 

8 24 15 14 20 15 22 34 3 155 

Administrative 

Discharge (not 

able to complete 

all requirements) 

2 16 9 5 8 5 7 17 5 74 

Terminated 

(failed to follow 

all conditions) 

5 17 20 7 7 14 6 15 3 94 

Voluntary 

Withdrawal (per 

client request) 

0 2 4 5 6 1 6 2 0 26 

Declined 

Participation 

0 5 19 12 31 47 18 35 0 167 

Ineligible (BW, 

charge, 

probation) 

33 50 21 4 8 9 8 3 0 136 

DJOC 1 (new) 

BC-1 

PC-0 

17 

(new) 

BC-13 

PC-4 

18 

(new) 

BC-15 

PC-3 

11 

(new) 

BC-11 

PC-0 

11 

(new) 

BC-11 

PC-0 

19 

(new) 

BC-19 

PC-0 

15 

(new) 

BC-15 

PC-0 

9 (new) 

BC-8 

PC-1 

7 (new) 

BC-6 

PC-1 

108 

BC – 99 

PC – 9 

Quarter 1 (new 

clients) 

     Total=

9 

Total= 

14 

Total = 

10 

16 49 

Quarter 2 (new 

clients) 

     Total=

13 

Total= 

14 

Total = 

16 

 43 

Quarter 3 (new 

clients) 

     Total=

12 

Total= 

13 

Total = 

34 

 59 

Quarter 4 (new 

clients) 

     Total=

3 

Total= 

17 

Total = 

22 

 42 

   


