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Buffalo-Pepin Counties 

Criminal Justice Collaborating Council 
Effective Accountable Alternatives 

CJCC Meeting Minutes 
 

Community/Board:     Criminal Justice Collaborating Council (CJCC) – Buffalo and Pepin  

   Counties 

Date of Meeting:          Tuesday, July 18, 2023 

Location:                       Zoom Meeting 

       https://wicourts.zoom.us/j/94660737355 

   Join by telephone call 1-312-626-6799 

   Meeting ID: 946 6073 7355 

 

Meeting called to order at 12:01 p.m. 

 

Present:  Melissa Barclay, Brenda Berning, Amanda Brees, Craig Brooks, Judge Clark, Felicia 

Decker, Stacey Hartung, Paul Hoch, Josie Koenigs,  Audrey Lieffring, Blake McMahon, Nathan 

Nelson, Logan Olson, Mike Osmond, Sheri Peterson, Ryan Raymond, Gina Rieck, Dave 

Rynders, Danielle Schalinski, Julie Vollmer, and Mary Campbell Wood 

 

Public Comments regarding Agenda items:  None. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action – Minutes of the June 21, 2023:  Ms. Campbell Wood accepted 

motion to approve minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Brooks. Motion carried. 
 

Review/Discussion/Action – Veteran Update regarding DPA and Pre-Charge ~ Ms. Decker 

and Ms. Brees: Ms. Decker explained the purpose of Veterans Court and stated Ms. Brees sent 

an email to the CJCC Committee members on July 14, 2023, outlining veteran court updates. 

(Please see email below pages 12-13). She inquired if the CJCC members would like to have 

Judge Bjerke from La Crosse Area Veteran’s Court (LAVC) educate our group regarding the 

plight veterans face when treated the same as civilians in the criminal justice system. She also 

inquired if this group would like veteran’s crisis training during this meeting. Judge Clark 

welcomes any speakers to address the committee via presentation or formal training. Mr. 

Rynders inquired if the idea was to refer veterans to the La Crosse Veteran’s Court or looking to 

train and implement a Veteran Court locally? Ms. Decker stated there is an existing blueprint 

from larger counties and she would use that to train and implement a Veteran’s Court locally as 

it would cost more to send a veteran to La Crosse or Eau Claire. Ms. Brees stated it is possible to 

have veterans referred and transfer the court case to La Crosse Veteran Court; however, it is not 

done automatically as it is up to the prosecutors. She also informed the committee the Veterans 

Justice Outreach can connect the veteran to resources from the time they enter the criminal 

justice system. Judge Clark stated he has actively looked for resources for veterans in the past 

and is in favor of using the appropriate veteran resources. He encouraged the defense bar and 

prosecutors to explore the veteran services and Veteran Court. Currently Trempealeau County 

utilizes the La Crosse Veteran’s Court. Ms. Campbell Wood wanted clarification on would we be 

referring veterans to La Crosse Veterans Court or is it the goal to start a Veteran’s Court locally? 

https://wicourts.zoom.us/j/94660737355
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Ms. Decker confirmed she wants to start up a new Veterans Court. Judge Clark stated the issue 

with specialized courts in a small county is the participation has been so small the program is not 

cost effective. Ms. Brees stated the bigger problem is identifying the veterans in Buffalo County. 

Sheriff Osmond confirmed deputies fill out the CJS notification form for bond or felony offenses 

and there is a question on the form ‘Have you served in the military?’ Ms. Schalinske gathered 

statistics regarding the CJS Notification Form and shared from June 1, 2023, to today (7/18/23) 

there have been 17 arrests and 1 had indicated served in the military. Ms. Brees stated most 

veterans are not in custody based on what she sees in her office. Ms. Decker informed the 

committee her short-term goal is to refer veterans to the Veteran Court and get them the 

resources they need. Her long-term goal is to utilize the existing blueprint from other larger 

counties depending on what statistics look like. Many veterans are not aware of the resources 

available and Veteran Court offers different resources. Judge Clark supported the short-term goal 

and indicated the door is open right now. He stated if there is a veteran interested in these 

services, he is open to hearing the situation. He continued to say veterans deserve our attention as 

much, if not more, than most. The court is open to providing that attention. Mr. Brooks 

suggested looking at the geography of the area, for example, find out if there is a Veteran Court 

in Eau Claire for Pepin County residents. Judge Clark stated he has accessed veteran programs in 

the past and stated this topic is a strong merit for our group to consider and suggested the topic  

be on CJCC agenda repeatedly. Ms. Decker indicated Buffalo County falls in the district of  

La Crosse, and they are willing to work with us via Zoom. Ms. Decker will send out an email to 

see who would be interested in the training. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action – Clarify Frequency Buffalo and Pepin County Jail should share 

Drug Test Data with CJCC Committee ~ Sheriff Osmond and Mr. Roesler: Mr. Rynders 

made a motion to share jail drug test data with CJCC Committee quarterly seconded, by Judge 

Clark. Sheriff Osmond abstained from the vote. Motion Carried 

 

Review/Discussion/Action – Recovery Coaching Funding ~ Mr. Rynders/Ms. Renchin/Ms. 

Campbell Wood: Mr. Rynders is looking at applying for a recovery coach through Americore 

facilitated by Marshfield Clinic. Recovery coaches next term is September 11, 2023, through 

August 31, 2024. The host site would have to pay a $5,000 match. Ms. Campbell Wood 

informed Mr. Rynders she has identified funding that could be used for this. Mr. Rynders 

informed the committee that a recovery coach must have lived experience either personal or 

walked the path with family/friend with substance use disorder and support others early in their 

recovery to support and mentor them through the process. He stated Ms. Renchin has been 

directly involved and has seen examples of this amongst the consortiums. Judge Clark inquired 

where is the line between a sponsor and a recovery coach and is there training involved? Ms. 

Berning stated there is a 30-hour Recovery Core Academy training, as well as training on Ethics, 

Trauma Informed Care (TIC),  Motivational Interview (MI), Stages of Change, Harm Reduction, 

Medications for Addictions Treatment (MAT), Power & Privilege and What a Recovery Coach 

is. Coaches are also required to complete 5 hours of wellness every week. Judge Clark inquired if 

this recovery coach is something that might be available as a formal disposition? He also asked 

what are the parameters as to how we can use this recovery coach? Judge Clark asked about 

including Pepin County. Mr. Rynders does not have answers to the inquiries but will find out and 

report back to this committee.  
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Judge Clark made a motion to approve any search for funds for a recovery coach from any 

sources on behalf of the CJCC, seconded by Ms. Campbell Wood. Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Campbell Wood stated she has been looking for a person like this for three years. She had 

money from a grant for this purpose. Grant money expired 6/30/23 and she is working with 

grantor to get extension so she can put $5,000 toward this project. Ms. Campbell Wood stated if 

the grant provides the extension, she wants some of this money to also serve participants in the 

Moving Forward Program. Ms. Renchin and Mr. Rynders will work on the Marshfield Clinic 

Health System (MCHS) AmeriCorps Recovery Corps Host Site Application due August 11, 

2023, no later than August 16, 2023 (at the latest). 

 

Review/Discussion/Action – Opioid Settlement Work Group – Forming a committee to look 

at ideas on how to spend the settlement ~ Mr. Rynders/Ms. Berning 

Regarding the Opioid Settlement Work Group, Mr. Rynders is talking about Buffalo County 

specifically. He informed the committee Mr. Engfer pulled together an initial meeting on May 

22, 2023, involving Sheriff Osmond, Ms. Weaver, Mr. Rynders and Ms. Berning to identify a 

plan and/or projects the opioid settlement funds can be spent on. No money has been spent as the 

work group agreed to put funds into a short-term investment for it to build. To date Buffalo 

County has received a total of $61,159.13 (two installments of $39,367.30 and $10,334.38 of that 

$9,833.36 needs to be set aside for legal fees). There is no deadline for when the funds must be 

spent. The work group looked at the parameters as to how the funds can be used. The limitation 

identified is the money must support Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) and any co-occurring 

substance use disorder or mental health conditions, co-usage, and/or co-addiction through 

evidence-based, evidence-informed, or promising programs or strategies. Mr. Engfer asked Mr. 

Rynders to share this information with the CJCC committee. Mr. Rynders also stated Pepin 

County has a similar fund. Examples of opioids include morphine, heroin, codeine, oxycodone, 

hydrocodone, and fentanyl. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action – CJCC By-Laws, Suggested Changes and Names of candidates 

for membership vacancies ~ CJCC Committee Members. There was no discussion from 

CJCC Committee Members on this topic. Judge Clark stated this topic can be brought up at any 

future CJCC meeting. 

 

Updated on Attached Reports: 

• CJCC Financial Update: Ms. Rieck see report below.  

• Community Service Report:  Ms. Rieck, see report below.  

• Buffalo County Jail Report – Mr. Olson see report below.  

• Pepin County Jail Report – Mr. McMahon see report below.  

• Moving Forward Reentry Program Update – Ms. Campbell see report below. 

• CJS Data – Ms. Bautch see report below. 

 

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2023, from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. via Zoom only.  

 

Public Comment not Related to Agenda Items: none.  
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Adjournment:  Mr. Raymond accepted the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. 

Lieffring. The meeting adjourned at 12:57 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Brenda Berning 

Community Justice Service Director 
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CJCC Financial Report 

 
 

 

The current balance of the CJCC Financial Report as of July 10, 2023, is $33,407.28 

 

Submitted by Gina Rieck. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM 

7/10/23 

 

 JUNE/JULY 

2023 

2023 

Total 

2022 

Total 

 Total from 

2011 
      
Participants 2 11 12  719 
Successful 4 11 4  505 
Unsuccessful 0 1 0  208 
Pending 6    6 
Buffalo Cty 

Referrals 
2 8 5  496 

Pepin Cty 

Referrals 
0 3 7  223 

Total 2 11   719 

 
Total Community Service Hours:         326     hrs. (2023) 

   216 ¾ hrs. (2022) 

   395     hrs. (2021) 

   904 ¾ hrs. (2020) 

   849 ¾ hrs. (2019) 

   543     hrs. (2018) 

1,038 ¾ hrs. (2017)  

2,294 ¾ hrs. (2016) 

2,997 ¼ hrs. (2015) 

       2,360     hrs. (2014) 

       2,695 ¾ hrs. (2013) 

       1,971 ¾ hrs. (2012 and prior) 

                16,593 ½ hrs. TOTAL  
Gina Rieck 

Buffalo-Pepin County Community Service Program 
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Buffalo County Jail Current Inmate Listing 
07/12/2023 

 

Sentenced Inmates 
Inmate Name Date 

Started 

Convicted Of Arresting 

Agency 

Release Date Huber 

Mindy Peel 07/7/23 JOC OWI – 3rd BUSO 09/13/23 Yes 

Caine Rieck 12/13/23 JOC Discharge Fluid – LE 

Fleeing 

Resisting/Obstruction 

Possession of THC 

DC 

BUSO 09/15/23 Yes 

Tyler Wilson 05/31/23 JOC OWI 4th Offense BUSO 07/24/23 Yes 

 

Probation Holds And/Or Bond Inmates 
Inmate Name Date 

Started 

Reason Detained Arresting 

Agency 

Court Date 

Chad Abramczak 06/15/23 Failure to Appear OWI 7+ 

Bail Jumping 

BUSO 7/26/23 @ 0930  

Leander Gregg 06/12/23 Failure to Appear 

PO Hold 

Out of County Warrant 

BUSO 07/12/23 @ 1100 

Samuel Holmes 12/01/22 Terrorist Threats 

Unlawful Use of Phone 

DC 

Bail Jumping 

BUSO 08/09/23 @ 1400 

Dennis Lemke 04/15/23 Fleeing in Vehicle 

Possession of Meth 

Burglary 

Criminal Damage to Property 

1st Degree Recklessly Endangering 

Safety 

PO Hold 

BUSO 07/26/23 @ 1000 

Jonathan Morgan 12/28/22 Stalking 

Violate RO 

Bail Jumping 

BUSO 09/26/23 @ 1130 

Jason Rinn 04/11/23 PO Hold 

Failure to Maintain Sex Offender 

Registry 

BUSO 07/28/23 @ 1045  

Jonathan Daniel 

Wilson 

07/07/23 Operate While Revoked 

Poss of Meth 

Poss Drug Para 

Bail Jumping 

Poss of THC 

PO Hold 

BUSO 08/09/23 @ 1000 

adjourned initial 

appearance 

 

Out Of County 

Inmate Name Date 

Started 

Reason Detained Arresting 

Agency 

Release Date County 

Held In 
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PEPIN COUNTY JAIL CURRENT INMATE LIST 
07-11-23 

Inmate Name Date 

Admitted 

Reason Detain Arresting 

Agency 

Next 

Court Date 

Release 

Date 

Huber 

Privileges 

Edu.  

Level 

Out on 

EM 

Erickson, Eric Carl  01-24-23 Housing for Trempealeau County  -- 07-25-23 -- Not Eligible College No  

Ferber, Sarah Marie  05-26-23 961.41(1m)(e)3 Possess with Intent-

Amphetamine/Methamphetamine 

961.41(3g)(g) Possession of Methamphetamine 

961.41(3g)(am) Possession of Narcotic Drugs x3 

961.41(3g)(b) Possession of Controlled Substance 

941.573(1) Possession of Drug Paraphernalia  

 

PESO 07-03-23 -- Not Eligible College No 

Hanson, Jesse Joe 03-13-23 JOC -- -- 08-17-23 Eligible College No 

Komro, Kory Allen  05-22-23 JOC -- -- 12-10-23 Eligible  HS No 

Lee, Leah Marie 07-07-23 Goodhue County Warrant – Extradition DPD 08-01-23 @ 

1100 – 

Extradition 

Hearing 

-- Not Eligible College No 

Wulff, Michael Robert  09-16-22 JOC -- -- 09-16-23 Eligible  No HS No  
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July 2023 MOVING FORWARD Report 
We continue to have good participation in the teleconference classes, as shown below. Mary is 

working for an extension on the $90,000 Baldwin 3-year grant, because funds have not been 

fully accessed due to COVID, difficulties securing a Certified Reentry/Recovery Peer Specialist, 

and Buffalo County Jail not participating. We (DHS, CJS, MF) are pursuing a possibility to 

secure a Recovery Coach via AmeriCorps VISTA and Marshfield Clinic; application due by 

August 11th. Mary is teaching Parenting Inside Out – Literacy Link (10-session program) in 

Dunn Co Jail during July and August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Name Pepin Jail Buffalo 

Jail 

CJS/Probation 

Community 

TOTAL 

Salvation Army Resources presentation 1 5 0 6 

Adulting 101 0 6 0 6 

Change Company for Men 0 7 0 7 

Coping With Anger for Men 0 2 0 2 

Boundaries for Men 0 6 0 6 

Parenting with Love and Logic for Women 1 0 0 1 

Stop the Chaos for Men 1 3 0 4 

Music Therapy for Women 1 0 0 1 

TOTAL 4 29 0 33 
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NEW CJS Post-Charge Data as of 7/6/2023: Served 307 individuals since 8/1/2017. 

  Active = 48 

  Soberlink = 9 

  Drug Testing = 28 

  IDIP = 0 

Random Drug Screening = 11 

  Deferred Prosecution Agreement = 30 (BC – 30 and PC – 0) 

   TOTAL DPA SERVED: 88 (39 successful;1 administrative discharge, 17  

   terminated; 1 voluntary withdrawal) 

  Pre-Charge Diversion = 4 (PC – 0 and BC – 4) 

TOTAL PCD SERVED: 10 (5 successful, 1 terminated) 

 2017  

(Commenc

e 7/31) 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL

S 

Total Screened 79 121 95 40 79 94 38 546 

Graduated 

(successfully 

completed) 

8 24 18 11 19 16 13 109 

Administrative 

Discharge (not 

able to complete 

all requirements) 

2 16 9 5 8 5 2 47 

Terminated 

(failed to follow 

all conditions) 

4 19 19 7 7 14 4 74 

Voluntary 

Withdrawal (per 

client request) 

0 2 3 6 6 1 3 21 

Declined 

Participation 

0 5 18 13 31 48 4 119 

Ineligible (BW, 

charge, 

probation) 

33 50 21 4 8 9 3 128 

DPA 1 (new) 

BC-1 

PC-0 

17 

(new) 

BC-13 

PC-4 

17 

(new) 

BC-14 

PC-3 

12 

(new) 

BC-12 

PC-0 

12 

(new) 

BC-12 

PC-0 

18 (new) 

BC-18 

PC-0 

11 (new) 

BC – 11 

PC – 0 

88 

BC – 81 

PC – 7 

Quarter 1 (new 

clients) 

     Total=9 Total=14 23 

Quarter 2 (new 

clients) 

     Total=13 Total=13 26 

Quarter 3 (new 

clients) 

     Total=12 2 2 

Quarter 4 (new 

clients) 

     Total=4   
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EMAIL FROM MS. BREES TO THE CJCC COMMITTEE 
 

 
Good afternoon,  

 

For the sake of brevity/efficiency during Tuesday’s CJCC meeting, here is my portion of the vet 

court update for interested parties:   

 

• Judge Bjerke from Lacrosse Area Veteran’s Court (LAVC) and his team have 

generously offered to come educate our group regarding the plight veterans face 

when treated the same as civilians in the criminal justice system. Do we as a group 

want that to happen during one of these CJCC meetings or at another time? 

 

• Our local Veteran’s Justice Outreach Coordinator (Kelsey Thompson, MSW) and 

Peer Support Specialist (Garrett Donovan, MSW, Army Warrant Officer) from the 

Tomah VA begin office hours in the victim/witness room on the third Tuesday of 

each month from 10:00 – 12:00 starting next month. They are also on staff at the 

LAVC and available by appointment and virtually to case manage veterans from the time 

they enter the criminal justice system. They’ve been cc’d on this email if you’d like to 

reach out to them directly for more information.  

 

• The Tomah VA’s suicide prevention coordinator has also offered to conduct a 

veteran’s crisis training either during this meeting or at another time for interest 

parties. I am meeting with Human Services next week to troubleshoot Buffalo County’s 

current process for responding to veterans in crisis. All veterans need be referred to the 

988 option 1 resource as standard practice with the passing of the COMPACT act in 

2020—this includes substance use and mental health emergencies. We can make 

anonymous third-party referrals to this line, and they can follow up with the vet. They 

offer comprehensive crisis screening and suicide screeners. They can also contact law 

enforcement as needed or refer the veteran to the Suicide Coordinator at the Tomah VA 

for a callback within 24 hours. We’ve had two veterans in crisis (defendant and victim) 

this week. 

 

• The VA’s crisis response team has offered to meet with interested parties to 

meditate issues regarding how veterans currently move through the 

crisis/chaptering process. They’re willing to have a meeting with us to address things 

like them appearing for probable cause hearings, bed availability at the VA, and lack of 

responsiveness trying to coordinate services for service-disabled veterans. The VA 

advises they now have a complaint hotline to address these concerns (800-698-2411 

option 9). They also gave me all their crisis response team’s contact information.  
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• The VA has an intimate partner violence program for both veterans and spouses. 

The Vet Center also offers lower-level support for veteran PTSD issues. There is a 24/7 

hotline for homeless vets and a 72-hour VA notification line for vets in emergencies 

(chaptered/ER). There are also sexual assault (SA) and Military Sexual Trauma (MST) 

resource centers in both Lacrosse and the Tomah VA. Veterans must be eligible for VA 

care for most of these resources.  

 

• A group of us are meeting with a representative from DOJ to discuss the possibility 

of a Buffalo/Pepin County vet court. Please respond if you’re interested in this 

conversation. In the interim, LAVC has pre-charge, DPA, probation tracks customized to 

the risk level of each offender. They work in tandem with our VSO to support veterans in 

obtaining services through the VA in a timely manner. All we need to do is denote ‘vet 

court’ on their probation terms. DA Bilski advised that Buffalo County cannot participate 

in the 5th and 6th OWI tracks. They offer OWI 4th (and under) tracks and DC tracks. 

LAVC offers mentoring/sponsor programs (with privilege) for pre-charge diversion 

participants and DPA’s that might not merit probation. The LAVC has a Veteran 

Coordinator. 

 

• One person suggested we add, ‘Abide by the recommendations of the VJO’ to our 

bond conditions for veterans. We also need to make sure those who are summoned in to 

court are screened and receive a referral to speak with the VJO during the initial 

appearance. Right now, only those who are taken into custody are screened.  

 

So far, I’ve had conversations with the prosecutors, law enforcement, CJS, probation, human 

services, and the public defender and I’ve identified three primary issues and concerns: 

 

• How do we better screen victims who enter the criminal justice process via summons (not 

custody) to get them more timely access to the VA/VSO/VJO? 

• Clarifying why our civilian resources and current processes are not properly serving 

veterans and what needs to be changed.  

• Making certain mentoring is addressed as a solution. 

 

Buffalo County is absolutely dedicated to supporting veterans with actions and not just lip-

service. As a veteran myself, I thank you very much for your time and attention in this matter.  

 

Have a great weekend! 

 

 

Amanda Brees, Ed.D. 

Victim Witness Coordinator 

Buffalo County District Attorney’s Office  

PO Box 8 | 407 S 2nd St | Alma, WI 54610 

(608) 685-6258 | Buffalo County, WI | CCAP 

Amanda.brees@da.wi.gov 

 
                                                                         

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.buffalocountywi.gov_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ByDIYcjNJcZQWTfwMXw8wwc2A_Tg-jhwE4NWbMDsC9uI0tBQE7JSqZT4M-V0UzLV&m=xQxDi7NPTi-atH9AfgtTCFGuBvS3ORFdxNmdgGmIcjFK210YM3sp4Fmw6Wdn--A8&s=XQ4rpgBD63bjh8SIv1I9kAX-sayDaSY4YtltxzO1wkY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wcca.wicourts.gov_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ByDIYcjNJcZQWTfwMXw8wwc2A_Tg-jhwE4NWbMDsC9uI0tBQE7JSqZT4M-V0UzLV&m=xQxDi7NPTi-atH9AfgtTCFGuBvS3ORFdxNmdgGmIcjFK210YM3sp4Fmw6Wdn--A8&s=1yxxpN_oe4h1uqEVMZbfm_J8PGFsho8KCXNBQWvyi6g&e=
mailto:Amanda.brees@da.wi.gov
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.buffalocountywi.gov_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ByDIYcjNJcZQWTfwMXw8wwc2A_Tg-jhwE4NWbMDsC9uI0tBQE7JSqZT4M-V0UzLV&m=xQxDi7NPTi-atH9AfgtTCFGuBvS3ORFdxNmdgGmIcjFK210YM3sp4Fmw6Wdn--A8&s=XQ4rpgBD63bjh8SIv1I9kAX-sayDaSY4YtltxzO1wkY&e=
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The information contained in this electronic message may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information and is intended 
only for the use of the individual(s) to whom this electronic message is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this electronic communication or any attachment thereto is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
electronic communication in error, you should immediately return it to us and delete the message from your system. Thank you. 

 


