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Buffalo-Pepin Counties 

Criminal Justice Collaborating Council 
Effective Accountable Alternatives 

CJCC Meeting Minutes 
 

Community/Board:     Criminal Justice Collaborating Council (CJCC) – Buffalo and Pepin  

   Counties 

Date of Meeting:          Tuesday, September 19, 2023 

Location:                       Zoom Meeting 

       https://wicourts.zoom.us/j/94660737355 

   Join by telephone call 1-312-626-6799 

   Meeting ID: 946 6073 7355 

 

Meeting called to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present:  Melissa Barclay, Tanisha Bautch, Brenda Berning, Tom Bilski, Amanda 

Brees, Craig Brooks, Judge Clark, Stacey Hartung, Paul Hoch, Audrey Lieffring, , Nathan 

Nelson, Logan Olson, Mike Osmond, Gina Rieck, Matt Roesler, Dave Rynders, Danielle 

Schalinski, Julie Vollmer, and Phil Wicktor, Mary Campbell Wood 

 

Others Present for All or part of the Meeting:  Judge Todd Bjerke, Kelsey Thompson, and 

Matt Thompson, 

 

Public Comments regarding Agenda items:  None. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action – Minutes of July 18, 2023:  Sheriff Osmond accepted motion to 

approve minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Wicktor. Motion carried. 
 

Review/Discussion/Action – CJCC approves CJS to apply for 2024 Proposed TAD Grant 

funds ~ Ms. Berning:  Ms. Berning explained as a part of the 2024 Pre-Application Process the 

CJCC Committee (our oversight body) needs to approve applying for TAD funding.  Ms. Mary 

Wood Campbell motion to approved applying for 2024 TAD funds as presented, seconded by 

Mr. Wicktor. 

 

Review/Discussion/Action – Veterans Court  ~ Judge Bjerke (VJO Coordinator) and 

Garrett (Peer Support)  Ms. Brees introduced Judge Bjerke. Judge Bjerke explained the La 

Crosse Area Veterans Court (LAVC) Program was established in 2010 to address the needs of 

veterans, especially combat veterans, in the court system. The process involves a mentor, who is 

also a veteran, to work with, guide and encourage the veteran to accept help. LAVC recruits 

mentors and solicits veterans in need. The mentors work outside the court system and all 

information shared between mentor and mentee is confidential. The mentor program also sets up 

fundraising to keep the program sustainable. Judge Bjerke stated  they have served well over 

1,300 veterans and currently have 8 active participants with capacity up to 20.  All services 

provided are at no cost to the veteran. Judge Bjerke is the President of the La Crosse Area 

Veterans Court, which is a regional treatment court for veterans for the last 13 year. LAVC will 

take anyone in the state as long as they can make it to court and will serve those who are 
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dishonorably discharged.  Kelsey Thompson is the Veteran Justice Outreach (VJO) Coordinator 

at the Tomah VA Medical Center. She accepts referrals from a Veteran, a Veteran’s family, the 

community, the justice system, and VA staff. The purpose is to avoid unnecessary 

criminalization of mental illness and extended incarceration among Veterans by ensuring eligible 

Veterans involved with the criminal justice system have access to VA resources. Some of the 

available health care services are alcohol and drug inpatient and outpatient treatment, anger 

management and PTSD treatment. Some of the services available are case management, 

individualized service plans, employment assistance, permanent housing, benefits linkage, and 

crisis intervention. Matt Thompson is the Operations Manager for a mentoring program and 

assists the volunteer mentors who are working with veterans to obtain services. Ms. Wood 

Campbell stated she has worked with Buffalo, Pepin, and Dunn Veteran Service Officers and 

those who have served in the military and has provided training and resources to said counties. 

One of her goals is to develop a battle buddy program/mentor she may reach out to LAVC. 

 

Updated on Attached Reports: 

• CJCC Financial Update: Ms. Rieck see report below.  

• Community Service Report:  Ms. Rieck, see report below.  

• Buffalo County Jail Report – Mr. Olson see report below.  

• Pepin County Jail Report – Mr. McMahon see report below.  

• Moving Forward Reentry Program Update – Ms. Campbell see report below. 

• CJS Data – Ms. Bautch see report below. Judge Clark inquired if District Attorney’s 

office in respective counties is sending pre-charge participants to the program.  Ms. 

Berning responded no; however, when/if she can hire additional staff that individual 

would be responsible for contacting the DA office daily to assist in obtaining referrals. 

Mr. Roessler stated there has been a lull of applicable pre-charge cases in Pepin County. 

Judge Clark stated CJS should look at incentives for the new pre-charge program. Ms. 

Berning stated she had worked with Buffalo County deputies and with their feedback 

removed the $200 fee to participate in the pre-charge program. When asked about the 

financial stability of the CJS Program, Ms. Berning replied sitting very strongly, no 

concerns. In Ms. Berning’s absence, Mr. Engfer made a proposal to the Buffalo County 

Law Enforcement Committee regarding hiring an additional staff for CJS, all grant 

funded, there were some concerns that not all expenses would be covered by the grant. 

Ms. Berning will be addressing the committee in October 2023. 

 

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, November 21, 2023, from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. via Zoom only.  

 

Public Comment not Related to Agenda Items: none.  

 

Adjournment:  Ms. Lieffring accepted the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. 

Wicktor. The meeting adjourned at 12:52 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Brenda Berning 

Community Justice Service Director 
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CJCC Financial Report 

 
 

 

The current balance of the CJCC Financial Report as of July 10, 2023, is $33,.262.58. 

 

Submitted by Gina Rieck. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM 

8/31/23 

 

 JULY/AUG 

2023 

2023 

Total 

2022 

Total 

 Total from 

2011 
      
Participants 1 12 12  720 
Successful 3 14 4  508 
Unsuccessful 1 2 0  209 
Pending 3    3 
Buffalo Cty 

Referrals 
1 9 5  497 

Pepin Cty 

Referrals 
0 3 7  223 

Total 1 12   720 

 
Total Community Service Hours:         346 ½ hrs. (2023) 

   216 ¾ hrs. (2022) 

   395     hrs. (2021) 

   904 ¾ hrs. (2020) 

   849 ¾ hrs. (2019) 

   543     hrs. (2018) 

1,038 ¾ hrs. (2017)  

2,294 ¾ hrs. (2016) 

2,997 ¼ hrs. (2015) 

       2,360     hrs. (2014) 

       2,695 ¾ hrs. (2013) 

       1,971 ¾ hrs. (2012 and prior) 

                16,614     hrs. TOTAL  
Gina Rieck 
Buffalo-Pepin County Community Service Program 
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Buffalo County Jail Current Inmate Listing 
08/31/23 

Sentenced Inmates 
Inmate Name Date 

Started 

Convicted Of Arresting 

Agency 

Release Date Huber 

Caine Rieck 12/13/23 Discharge Fluid – LE 

Fleeing 

Resisting/Obstruction 

Possession of THC 

DC 

BUSO 09/15/23 Yes 

Paul Steiner 07/26/23 JOC OWI 3rd  BUSO 09/12/23 Yes 

Mindy Peel 07/07/23 JOC OWI 3rd BUSO 09/13/23 Revoked 

Kaden Litchfiled 08/14/23 JOC Injury to an Officer 

JOC Bail Jumping 

MPD 08/24/24 Yes 

Dawn Oreskovich 08/17/23 JOC OWI 3rd BUSO 10/26/23 Yes 

 

Probation Holds And/Or Bond Inmates 
Inmate Name Date 

Started 

Reason Detained Arresting 

Agency 

Court Date 

Kyle Gilles 07/27/23 Possession of Child Pornography 

Manufacture/Deliver THC 

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia  

MPD 09/06/23 @ 1130 

Chad Abramczak 06/15/23 Failure to Appear OWI 7+ 

Bail Jumping 

BUSO 09/20/23 @ 1400 

Samuel Holmes 12/01/22 Terrorist Threats 

Unlawful Use of Phone 

DC 

Bail Jumping 

BUSO 09/20/23 @ 1100 

Jonathan Morgan 12/28/22 Stalking 

Violate RO 

Bail Jumping 

BUSO 09/26/23 @ 1130 

Jason Rinn 04/11/223 PO Hold 

Failure to Maintain Sex Offender 

Registry 

BUSO 09/18/23 @ 1145 

Richard Grotjahn 07/25/23 Failure to Appear BUSO 09/06/23 @ 1030 

Benjamin Clausing 07/29/23 OWI 

Felony Bail Jumping 

BUSO 09/06/23 @ 1000 

Jonathan Wilson 07/07/23 OAR 

Possession of Meth 

Possession of Drug Para 

Misdemeanor Bail Jumping 

Possession of THC 

PO Hold 

BUSO 09/06/23 @ 1000 

Grant Johnson 07/29/23 PO Hold BUSO N/A 

Christopher Triueros 08/10/23 PO Hold BUSO N/A 

Richard Grotjahn 07/29/23 Failure to Appear BUSO 09/06/23 @ 1030 

Bolus Dimbiti 08/30/23 Bond Revoked BUSO 09/13/23 @ 0930 

Kayla Tanner 08/16/23 PO Hold BUSO TBD 
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Out Of County 

Inmate Name Date 

Started 

Reason Detained Arresting 

Agency 

Release Date County 

Held In 

Shawn Gillett 07/23/23 JOC OWI 3rd BUSO 10/04/23 EM 
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PEPIN COUNTY JAIL CURRENT INMATE LIST 

 

 

Inmate Name Date 

Admitted 

Reason Detained Arresting 

Agency 

Next 

Court Date 

Release 

Date 

Huber 

Privileges 

Edu.  

Level 

Out on 

EM 

Balterman-Werlich, Brandon 

Lee Anderson 

08-29-23 943.23(2) Take and Drive Vehicle w/o consent 

343.44(1)(b) Operating While Revoked (Rev due to 

alc/contr subst/refusal) 

 

PESO 

09-19-23 -- Eligible HS No 

Erickson, Eric Carl  01-24-23 Housing for Trempealeau County  -- 10-02-23 -- Not Eligible College No  

Ferber, Sarah Marie  05-26-23 961.41(1m)(e)3 Possess with Intent-

Amphetamine/Methamphetamine 

961.41(3g)(g) Possession of Methamphetamine 

961.41(3g)(am) Possession of Narcotic Drugs x3 

961.41(3g)(b) Possession of Controlled Substance 

941.573(1) Possession of Drug Paraphernalia  

 

PESO 08-15-23 -- Not Eligible College No 

Higgins, Steven Craig 08-06-23 961.41(3g)(g) Possession of Methamphetamine 

941.573(1) Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 

961.41(3g)(e) Possession of THC 

PESO -- -- Not Eligible No HS No  

Komro, Kory Allen  05-22-23 JOC -- -- 12-10-23 Eligible  HS No 

Kosok, Justen Wayne 08-28-23 946.49 (1)(b) Bail Jumping DPD 09-05-23    No 

Lee, Leah Marie 07-07-23 Goodhue County Warrant – Extradition  DPD 09-26-23 -- Not Eligible College No  

Milliren, Todd A 08-01-23 JOC 

 

-- 08-22-23 

DUSO 

11-08-23 Not Eligible HS No 

Wulff, Michael Robert  09-16-22 JOC -- -- 09-16-23 Eligible  No HS No  
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September 2023 MOVING FORWARD Reentry Program 

Report 
Hopefully in September, we will begin having service from a VISTA Peer Support 

Specialist, in partnership with Buffalo County DHHS and Marshfield Clinic.  The 

MOVING FORWARD Program is providing the required $5,000 for this 12-month 

position, from the $90,000 UW Wisconsin Idea Baldwin Foundation Grant.   

 The position will be shared between MOVING FORWARD and CJS programs, 

and Buffalo County DHHS.  Supervision and support provided by DHHS. 

There are seven Teleconference Classes offered in September: 

 

 

Course Name 

 

Pepin Jail 

 

Buffalo Jail 

CJS, 

Probation, 

Community 

 

TOTAL 

Boundaries for 

Women 

1 1 0 2 

Change Company for 

Men 

2 *7 *1 9 

Change Company for 

Women 

1 1 0 2 

Effective 

Communication for 

Men 

2 *8 *1 10 

Parenting with Love 

and Logic 

0 *4 *1 4 

Salvation Army 

Resources for Men 

2 6 0 8 

Staying Quit for Men 2 *6 *1 8 

 

TOTAL 

# of classes = 7 

 

10 

Participants 

 

33 

Participants 

 

(*4) 

(duplicated) 

 

43 
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NEW CJS Post-Charge Data as of 9/1/2023: Served 314 individuals since 8/1/2017. 

  Active = 49 

  Soberlink = 9 

  Drug Testing = 28 

  IDIP = 0 

Random Drug Screening = 12 

  Deferred Prosecution Agreement = 30 (BC – 30 and PC – 0) 

TOTAL DPA SERVED: 88 (39 successful;1 administrative discharge, 17 

terminated; 1 voluntary withdrawal) 

  Pre-Charge Diversion = 3 (PC – 0 and BC – 3) 

TOTAL PCD SERVED: 10 (6 successful, 1 terminated) 

 2017  

(commence 

7/31) 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 TOTAL

S 

Total Screened 79 121 95 40 79 94 51 559 

Graduated 

(successfully 

completed) 

8 24 18 11 19 16 14 110 

Administrative 

Discharge (not 

able to complete 

all requirements) 

2 16 9 5 8 5 3 50 

Terminated 

(failed to follow 

all conditions) 

4 19 19 7 7 14 5 75 

Voluntary 

Withdrawal (per 

client request) 

0 2 3 6 6 1 4 22 

Declined 

Participation 

0 5 18 13 31 48 10 125 

Ineligible (BW, 

charge, 

probation) 

33 50 21 4 8 9 3 128 

DPA 1 (new) 

BC-1 

PC-0 

17 

(new) 

BC-13 

PC-4 

17 

(new) 

BC-14 

PC-3 

12 

(new) 

BC-12 

PC-0 

12 

(new) 

BC-12 

PC-0 

18 (new) 

BC-18 

PC-0 

11 (new) 

BC – 11 

PC – 0 

88 

BC – 81 

PC – 7 

Quarter 1 (new 

clients) 

     Total=9 Total=14 23 

Quarter 2 (new 

clients) 

     Total=13 Total=13 26 

Quarter 3 (new 

clients) 

     Total=12 9 21 

Quarter 4 (new 

clients) 

     Total=4   
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