PEPIN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 27, 2023

VETERAN SERVICES BUSINESS
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Committee Chair Andy Winkler. The meeting was held in the County
Board Room of the Government Center, Durand, WI. Remote attendance was available, and the meeting was properly
noticed in accordance with the provisions of Section 19.84 of the Wisconsin State Statutes and complies with Sections
19.81-19.90, Open Meeting Law.

Call of the Roll: PRESENT-- Attending Remotely: Mike Wright
PRESENT- Attending in-person: Andy Winkler, Elizabeth Bauer
ABSENT— Bob Weishapple
Others attending remotely: Micci Weiss, Cammi DeWyre, Dorothy Peters
Other attending in person: Jodie Anderson, Gay Hurlburt, Tammy Wegner, Pam Hansen, Matt Roesler, Sandy
Palkowski, Karen Amsrud, Gary Sweeney

Public Comments on Agenda Items
There were no public comments.

Approval of Agenda No changes to the agenda were requested.

Consent Agenda ltems

a) Meeting Minutes from January 23, 2023

b) Veterans Service Office Vouchers
Motion made by Elizabeth Bauer to approve Consent Agenda items, seconded by Andy Winkler. Roll call votes were
taken: Andy Winkler-yes, Mike Wright-yes, Elizabeth Bauer-yes. All those present in favor, motion carried.

REPORTS:

Veterans Officer Sheri Peterson provided updates to the board regarding a special presentation of lapel pins that will be
presented to Vietnam veterans during Funfest Weekend; there was a recent article in the Courier Wedge regarding this.
Officer Peterson has been working with administrator Pam Hansen to determine best ways to utilize a Supplemental
VSO grant in the amount of $23,000 in ways that will help improve our services to veterans of Pepin County. We also
received the regular annual $500 VSO grant today, which goes towards regular program costs. Chair Winkler asked if
Officer Peterson was aware of the link between Agent Orange exposure and prostate cancer, and how we might be able
to help our veterans regarding this. Any veteran—even if not a Pepin Co veteran—is encouraged to contact our VSO
office to talk to Officer Peterson regarding what help and programs might help them.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

« Donations Policy —The policy being presented tonight for approval was drafted and reviewed in collaboration
with the Veterans Commission and includes specific receiving and requesting aspects, as well as guidance to
contact Law Enforcement if an afterhours need arises with a veteran, such as emergency overnight
accommodations. Also included in board packets for this presentation were examples of Thank You letters,
receipts, brochures, and a questionnaire. Language specifically granting the Veterans Service Officer
authorization to approve one night's accommodations, if deemed necessary after hours, is not included in this
draft; therefore the board asked that the policy be amended to include the County work with local hotel
(Cobblestone) to have a County credit card on file and for the Veterans Service Officer to have authority to
approve one night's accommodations to a veteran and their family if needed after hours. This will be presented
to the Board for approval at the next VSO meeting.

o Elizabeth Bauer made a motion to convene into Closed Session to discuss the annual Performance Evaluation
of the Veterans Service Officer. This motion was seconded by Mike Wright. Roll call votes were taken: Andy
Winkler-yes, Elizabeth Bauer-yes, Mike Wright-yes. All those present voted in favor; motion carried and Closed
Session began at 4:16pm.

A motion was made by Elizabeth Bauer, and seconded by Mike Wright to adjourn the Closed Session. Roll call
votes were taken: Andy Winkler-yes, Elizabeth Bauer-yes, Mike Wright-yes. All those present in favor; motion
carried and Closed Session adjourned at 4:46pm. Chair Winkler reported that no action was taken in Closed
Session.




Public Comments other than Agenda items: No public present.

Future Agenda Items: Amended Donations Policy for approval.

Next Meeting Date and Time

The next meeting of the Veterans Service Office Board will be held Monday May 22, 2023 at 4.00 p.m. in the County
Board Room of the Government Center with virtual option via Zoom.

Adjournment

Chair Andy Winkler adjourned the meeting at 4:47pm

Submitted by Tammy Wegner, Administrative Manager

Approved by the Veterans Services Board on July 24, 2023
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Andy Winkler, Board Chair Date




