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CJCC Meeting Minutes 

October 17, 2018 

 

Community/Board:     Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) – Buffalo and Pepin  

   Counties 

Date of Meeting:          Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

Electronic and Hard Copy Filing Date:     Wednesday, October 23, 2018 

Location:                       Buffalo County Courthouse 

                                       2nd Floor Conference Room 

                                       407 S. 2nd St. 

                                       Alma, WI 5461 

 

Meeting called to order by Greg Balow at 12:10 p.m. 

 

Present:  Greg Balow, Tanisha Bautch, Brenda Berning, Craig Brooks, Judge Clark, John Kreisel, 

Renee Pronschinske, Danielle Schalinske, Roselle Schlosser, Michael Schmidtknecht, Nic Schroeder, 

Mary Wood,  

 

Minutes:  Mr. Kreisel motion to approve September 18, 2018 minutes as presented, second by Judge 

Tom Clark. Motion carried. 

 

CJCC Financial Report:  The CJCC financial report was presented with a balance of $34,686.49.  No 

change since last meeting.  

 

Community Work Service Report:  No changed since last meeting. See attachment for breakdown.  

Judge Clark motion to approve CJCC and CWS Report as presented, second by Mr. Kreisel. 

 

Jail Reentry Study Group – Mary Wood has met with Blake McMahon, Dave Rynders and Brenda 

Berning to discuss reentry.  She has not yet had the opportunity to meet Diane Mikelson and Heidi 

Stewart.  It was suggested to include probation in this group.  Mary will reach out to Susan Krisik, who 

is currently covering Pepin and Buffalo counties.   

 

Mary provided history of the work and research that the CJCC Family Building workgroup had 

conducted since 2014.  She reviewed the outcomes and purpose of a local reentry program.  She will 

compile notes and bring a set of recommendations to the December, 2018 CJCC meeting.  She will also 

introduce what she learns of the reentry program development currently operating in Dunn County. 

 

 

Family Building - Literacy Link:  Mary Wood reported the following: 

o A total of 18 adults and 33 children are currently being served by the Literacy 

Link Pilot Project. 



 

 

o Literacy Link grant funding ends June 30, 2019 – to date have spent $1,800-

$2,000 at the most.  At least $5,000 per county (times two years) has been 

available for use.  Mary is working to find important needs and ways to use the 

funds, in support of increasing family engagement and literacy opportunities and 

resources for young children and their parents/caregivers.  Main partners thus far 

have been CJS in both counties and probation in Pepin County. She is also 

seeking other grants. 

o Will be starting to implement parent-child reading during visits and recorded 

readings in Pepin County jail in November-December. 

o Discussed purchasing gas cards for caregiver transportation or paying for 

volunteer drivers. 

 

Community Justice Services (CJS):   

• Financial Report – submitting third quarter e-grants this month.  On track with spending. 

• Coordinator Report – 2019 grant submitted; 2019 goals discussed; CJS statistics; 

standardized CJS Bond Forms – completed and sent to Buffalo and Pepin Clerk of 

Courts; Diversion Standards Training update; Pre-arrest/pre-charge diversion program. 

 

Reports from Stakeholders:  

• Dave Rynders reported the Office of Justice Programs Grant:  Enhancing Community 

Responses to the Opioid Crisis Serving Our Youngest Crime Victims was approved.  The 

project is titled: Multi-Systemic Response for Buffalo County Young Crime Victims 

(MSR-BC).  The scope of Multi-Systemic Response is to serve children of the 

Gilmanton, Cochrane-Fountain City and Alma school districts who have been victims of 

drug or alcohol criminal behavior. The grant funds 3 services for the period ending 

September 30, 2021:  

1) Mentoring (under 18) 

2) Cognitive Behavioral Intervention for Trauma in Schools (ages 10 to 15) 

3) Functional Family Therapy (ages 11 to 18) 

To make these services available, we will need to contract for these services. Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of the 7 Rivers Region out of Winona is projected to provide 

mentoring services. For the other two services, we will be sending out a request for 

proposals within the next several weeks.  All of these services are evidence based. CBI 

for Schools and Functional Family Therapy will require a mental health professional to 

be specifically trained in these programs prior to providing these services. 

 

Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, November 20, 2018, noon, Pepin County Courthouse, Durand, WI. 

 

 

Submitted by Brenda Berning, CJS Coordinator 
Brenda Berning 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM 

10/17/18 

 

Total Participants:  561 

 

Successful:   378 

Unsuccessful:   174 

Pending:       9 

 

 

Buffalo County Referrals: 400 

Pepin County Referrals:  161 

 

 

Total Community Service Hours: 483 ½ hrs. (2018) 

1038 ¾ hrs. (2017)  

2294 ¾ hrs. (2016) 

 2997 ¼ hrs. (2015) 

        2360 hrs. (2014) 

        2695 ¾ hrs. (2013) 

        1971 ¾ hrs (2012 and prior) 

        13,841 ¾ hrs TOTAL  

 

 
Gina Rieck 

Buffalo-Pepin County Community Service Program 
 


