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There are two common types of 

smoke detectors: ionization and 

photoelectric. Photoelectric smoke 

detectors do not contain radioactive 

material, however, ionization smoke 

detectors do. The radioactive material 

found in ionization smoke detectors is 

called Americium 241 and it is 

present in very small amounts. These 

detectors are safe in your home but 

can post a health threat if broken 

open in a landfill. Many 

manufacturers will accept returned 

smoke detectors. When returning a 

detector to the manufacturer, 

include a note specifying the 

detector is to be disposed of. 


